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wry doubtful, according to present indications, whether
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bishops of the Church of England

Nevertheless, the whole s;ark of the bishops marks
a great ad .ance. It is the ap; roach rot of superior
10 inferiors but of equals to cqnils change the more

m that the Anglican church still represents a
higher social standing and a higher learning as com-
pared with nonconformity. It indicates therefore an.
impulse of the QttiM Ifl MM in the bishops and they
have given earnest of their sincerity in urging that
the Ar.c'-.ca- auth rit.es should everywhere invite the
ether organisations to deliberate with them on the
means of bringing about reunion. It will not come yet,
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Methodists Differences Slight

THE differences between the three Methodist bodies
to be easy to adjust. They relate rather to ad-

ministration than to doctrine, to practical details than to
principles. There are divergencies among them as to
the respective powers and status of the ministers and
the laity, the We ley an s gfeing a greater authority to
the ministers, as becomes their more direct descent from

gticanism, while the United Methodists and the
Primitives accord a larger part in church government
to the laymen.

These are constitutional differences, but there are
also considerations of sentiment and of social prejudice
Some of the opponents object to merging their"identity" in a larger body, while the Wesleyans for the
most part come from a rather higher social ifllthan the others. The farmer, it is sometimes said is
to be tound in the Wesleyan Methodist chapel hislabor r in that oi the Primitives'.

But clearly all thi. though it ex; I . whv the cleav-age between the churches has bststed so long hasnothing to do with the spirit of Christianity or of truereligion. The questJOU of the division of power be-tween ministers and laymen d ,es not justify a breachin the Christian church, let alone a breach 'which halasted scores of years. One cannot get awav from th-bel- ici

that the dmsions m the church have persistedargely because of the lack of the religious spirit in it,eader. and that because the churches have so muchlacked true religion the ret of the community ha, beencontent to go without it too. '
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. 1 - - assembled in the great conference atLambeth recently have made an appeal for Christian
-- TjriiorL It contairs a confessiofl which, considering
:ts source, is one of the most remarkable that has everteen made by u ecciesiastkal body. The bishops saymm while the orifmal causes of division in the churchv.ere not r. y r the principi factors in" t: m were "self-wiJ- l, ambition and lack ofchanty among Cnnstians," and that these highly an

cualities together with blindness to thc sin
01 disunion are still mainly responsible for the con- -

m2 ?l! d:V:::-r- - h
i

a voice indeed
ecclesiastics of the church have almostalways contended that the divisions were based on

; : " for which they at least were notU and it is clear that as soon as anv Christian00 becomes willmg to confess to error and express
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